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About Me

® Over a decade experience in web
development

® Built web sites for LG Canada, Molson
Canadian, Freeview, Canadian Standards
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Course Outline

® Day one ® Day two

® brief overview and ® Writing better posts,
history of blogs and best-practices

® Comparison of available Hands-on
~ tools
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Early blogging

What's New, June 1993

® First web logs were
June 27, 1993

han CI -ed |ted HTM I_ ﬁ Ies Digital Equipment Corporation is running a Web server fro

The Army Research Laboratory is now running a Web sen

® First |ink-b|og was the Information on the Front Range Consortium is now online -
NCSA’s “What’s New” The Navy Research Laboratory Advanced Concepts Groug

June 25, 1993

e PO Irt A Web server has been installed at the Centre Universitaire
June 24, 1993

The Institute for Theoretical Physics at State University of !

o Today about 140,000 HyTelnet 6.5 is now online; see here.
new Sites go u P da| I)I! If you haven't tried it yet, take a look at the Web server runi

people interact with one other in a computer-enabled world
Another example of this is the Gopher server running insidc
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Second Generation

® Blogger launched in
1999

® First mass market
blogging tool

noace

What is it?
Blogger is an automated weblog publishing tool.

You make posts to your weblog (or your What's _
posts’
Castits Immeriataly show up on Syours e, with __ Vedly
im up on site,
Sl Passwors I

How does it work?
Mdvul. actually, you provide Blogger a Create a New Blog >>
template of your page (or use the default) that

indicates where you want your posts to appear.

When you make a new post, you'll get a "Save to

Server” button that will automatically FTP your new

page to your web server. No muss. No fuss. Total

Wow, where do I enter my credit card number?
Blogger Is free. Try It out.

OV}

Blogger s ntegmted with and powered by Pym - the collabomiive webd site manageoment tool

Monday, 29 April, 13




Current Generation

® Advanced features like
social, application
development

Sign up and start publishing now.

® Self-hosted, or
dramatically simplified
software-as-a-service

Already blogging? Sign in.

® Takes advantage of
lowered costs
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Next Generation

® A return to static files,
generated by tools

T UE!
® Uses text files, hosted
services like DropBox,

or application data (like blOg with
Evernote or VoodoPad) evernote
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WordPress.com - Cet a Free Blog Here

@ WordPress.com

Sign up and start publishing now,

Already blogging? Sign in

Themes Store Features News Stats ViP Terms of Service Privacy Polcy An AUTOMATTIC Mpw

We'll use WordPress.com
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WordPress dominates modern blogging
60 million sites run on VWordPress

WordPress served 3.5 billion pages a month
in 2012, expected to be higher in 2013
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VWordpress.com V.
WordPress.org

® Made by same company

® VWordPress.com is hosted for you
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WordPress.com

® Blog appears as “name.wordpress.com”

® Hosting is included, but some features are

pald upgrades T
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WordPress.org

® Pay for your own hosting (typically
$25-100/year for smaller sites)

® Register your own domain ($10-30/year)
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The Competition

® Jumblr
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® Squarespace (or Shopify)
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But what about...

P Ay e - 4 p— { p -~ !

Monday, 29 April, 13



...Facebook!

® You have little control over appearance

® Only fresh, new content has any
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... Iwitter?

® Great tool for encouraging conversation

® Good for publicizing new content
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...Google+!

® All of the problems of Facebook, with...
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Own your own stuff

® Make sure you can import and export from
- whatever you use in a useful format
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A quick overview of

-
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Web host

® Company with many servers, and a fast,
fault-tolerant connection to the internet
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Domain nhame

® The human-friendly address of a computer
on the internet

® You pick a top-level-domain (TLD) first

® [hen find a domain name that is available,
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HTML and CSS

® HTML: Hypertext Markup Language

® Markup that describes the structure of a
web page
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RSS

® Really Simple Syndication
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® File Transfer Protocol
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SSH

® Secure SHell

o A way of connectlng to, and worklng on, a
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PHP and MySQL

® PHP is the programming language in which
WordPress.com and .org are written
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Themes

® A collection of files that define the
appearance of a blog

® Themes can make subtle changes to how a
blog works maklng |t a portfollo B
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Plug-ins

® Small programs written in PHP that you can
add to a WordPress.org site

® Allow you to dramatically change the
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Widgets

® Small pieces of content on your blog that
are separate from your main stories
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MR

® Navigation you can customize

- ® Usually runs across the top or sid
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Featured images

® An image that gets special prominence in
your content

® Often appears in the header of a post, as a
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Pages and Posts

® A postis a timed entry, like a traditional journal
entry

® Used for articles and content that are timely

® A page is content that doesn’t change often,
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Categories and tags

® Categories organize your posts at a very
high-level

® T[ags are simpler, more fine-grained ways of
organizing posts
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You're about to set up
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The visual language of
themes

® Different layouts convey different meanings

® Picking the wrong type of theme can
confuse your readers
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® Moves articles front-
and-center

ot nas non ipsum quis elil
® Focus on readability ruat feugial

Maeceras non ipsum quis elit consequat feugiat. Vestibulum feugiat
porta tellus sed tristique. Duis pharetra viverra semper. Nulla
facilisi. Donee sodales, sem in porttitor mollis, nisl diam consequat
libero, id aliquet lorem ligula sit amet quam. Sed leo lectus,

[ ] o
. Ofte n h ave S P e C I al consoquat a euismod eget, laoreet nec odio. Nullam sed mauris sed

eros blandit gravida non eu nulla.

treatment of featured s e, dfer in b s, it et

turpis, in tinddunt purus mi sit amet ante. Duis porttitor placerat

= lacus a scelerisque. Suspendisse elementum fermentum elit in

I m age S dignissim. Maccenas sodales turpis nisl. Mauris lorem erat, fringilla
a faucibus cu, volutpat et ante. Suspendisse poteati, Cras cu est wt
nisi viverra faucibus, Nullam ligula leo, gravida vel omare tincidunt,
rhoncus et tellus. Morbi sit amet augue nune, cu condimentum
lgula. Nullam nullz nibh, dictum vitae hendrerit non, facilisis vitae

lacus.
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Portfolio theme

® Used by designers,
photographers, some
small business

® Usually has a grid of
smaller images,
sometimes with a large
leading image
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Corporate theme

® Shares many features of [REACT
portfolio themes

1o creste beauu lustrations

® Has more space for o
descriptive text on the § ‘
home page

® Well designed form R

elements for contact us,
feedback

® Blog is secondary
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Magazine theme

® Takes cues from the
table of contents pages
from print magazines

® Featured stories,
secondary stories,
callouts
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Tumbleblog theme

Twenty Thirte

® Designed to work like
Tumblr

® Takes advantage of “Post
Types”

® [ntended for sharing
multimedia and short —
text, not long-form R
writing e e
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Theme frameworks

DAIIUDUN LT

® Starting points for
theme development

® Require knowledge of

HTML and CSS,
WordPress

e Offer the most
customization, requires
the most work to be
usable
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Twenty- Iwelve

Twenty Twelve

® Highly customizable

® Tonnes of different page
layouts

® Works for a wide variety
of types of blogs

Monday, 29 April, 13



® Try and pick the shortest subdomain you can

think of, and that makes sense. Abbreviations are
OK!

® Use a secure password or passphrase (try http://
passphra.se for memorable passphrases)

® Write your password down. Consider using
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http://passphra.se
http://passphra.se
http://passphra.se
http://passphra.se
http://wpcandy.com/made/the-sample-post-collection/#.UX3KaSs6UoY
http://wpcandy.com/made/the-sample-post-collection/#.UX3KaSs6UoY

